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Home Office Publishes 
Updated PREVENT Factsheet
The Home Office has published an updated factsheet out-
lining the role of PREVENT within the UK’s wider counter-
terrorism strategy. PREVENT is one of the four pillars of 
CONTEST, the Government’s counter-terrorism framework, 
and was originally intended to identify people who may 
be vulnerable or susceptible to being drawn into terrorism 
before a criminal offence is committed.

The programme works with local authorities, police, edu-
cation providers, healthcare organisations and community 
partners to reduce the risk of radicalisation. Although 
PREVENT was originally established to address radicalisa-
tion linked to terrorism and extremist ideology, its referral 
criteria have since broadened to include concerns such 
as a fixation with violence, even where there is no clearly 
identifiable ideology.

A recent report by Children’s Commissioner Dame Rachel 
de Souza highlighted concerns that a significant number 
of children referred to PREVENT are not receiving fur-
ther intervention, particularly where referrals relate to a 
general fixation with violence rather than a clear extremist 
ideology.

PREVENT has also faced wider scrutiny over historic 
referral patterns, including allegations that it focused too 
heavily on Islamist or far-right extremism. In 2023, the 
independent Shawcross Review made 34 recommenda-
tions, all of which were accepted by the Government. By 
February 2024, the Government stated that 30 of those 
recommendations had been implemented; however, sub-
sequent failings, including those identified following the 
Southport attack, showed that further improvements were 
still required.

A further PREVENT review in 2025 produced 10 additional 
recommendations intended to avoid future failings. The 
Government has now introduced its Key Principles of 
PREVENT, stating that a referral no longer needs to be 
linked to a clearly identifiable ideology. Full details of the 
factsheet and the Key Principles of PREVENT can be found 
here: 

https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2026/08/06/pre-
vent-programme-factsheet-2026/ 
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Police Warn Drivers as “Crash 
for Cash” Scams Evolve to 
Target Personal Data
The City of London Police has warned motorists about 
the evolving nature of “Crash for Cash” fraud. Organised 
criminal groups are no longer targeting only insurance 
payouts; they are also attempting to obtain personal 
information during staged or manipulated road traffic 
collisions. 

Traditionally, “Crash for Cash” refers to insurance fraud 
in which an individual deliberately causes or manipulates 
a collision to make a claim. These claims may include 
vehicle repairs, personal injury, legal costs and other 
compensation. Common tactics used by fraudsters include: 

Sudden braking: A vehicle brakes sharply in the hope that 
the vehicle behind will collide with it. 

False courtesy: A driver may flash another vehicle to pull 
out, then fail to give way, causing a collision. 

Blind corners or junctions: A vehicle or motorcycle may 
be positioned in a location where an oncoming driver has 
limited time to react. 

Multiple occupants: A vehicle may deliberately carry 
several occupants to maximise potential personal injury 
claims.

Police have identified the following emerging risks and 
patterns linked to this type of criminality:

•	 Moped attacks on lone drivers: Riders may target 
single-occupant vehicles from blind spots or while 
the driver is distracted. The rider may then throw the 
moped down, claim injury and record the scene to 
pressure the driver into paying.

•	 On-the-spot data theft: Criminals may ask to 
photograph or copy driving licences at the roadside, 
creating a risk of identity theft.

•	 Inflated repair costs: Dishonest garages may inflate 
repair bills as part of organised fraud, turning a minor 
incident into a costly claim.

The advice recommended to avoid falling victim to such 
scams are:  

•	 Install a dashcam that provides clear, time-stamped 
footage. Scammers often rely on uncertainty and the 
absence of independent evidence.

•	 Do not allow your driving licence to be photographed. 
Following a collision, you are only required to provide 
your name, address, vehicle registration and insurance 
details as stated in Section 170 of the Road Traffic Act 
1988.

•	 Do not make payments or provide bank details at the 
roadside.

•	 Contact your insurer promptly and keep them updated 
about the incident.  

•	 If you have any doubts about the validity of the 
collision, contact the police immediately.
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Former MI6 Chief Warns 
Organisations to Plan for 
Overlapping Global Risks
Sir Richard Moore, the former head of MI6, has warned 
that many organisations spend too much time preparing 
for rare “black swan” events while overlooking the 
cumulative impact of known risks occurring at the same 
time.

Moore said organisations should avoid viewing major 
events in isolation and instead assess how global pressures 
can overlap and compound one another. Examples include 
the COVID-19 pandemic, instability in the Middle East, the 
war in Ukraine, continued economic pressure linked to 
the cost-of-living crisis, and geopolitical tensions between 
major powers.

This approach is particularly important for larger 
international organisations, where different countries 
may respond to the same global event in different 

ways, creating varied local operating conditions. Moore 
encouraged organisations to use a range of risk-planning 
approaches, rather than relying on a single forecast or 
fixed assumption about major global events.

Preparedness is increasingly important in a global market 
where geopolitical tension, economic pressure and 
international conflict can affect organisations that may 
otherwise consider themselves insulated from these risks 
but not consider second or third order effects. Global 
events can quickly create local security implications for 
businesses, supply chains, employees and critical services 
operating within the UK.

Fitness App Data Raises 
Security Concerns After 
Military Locations Exposed
A Sky News report found that more than 1,300 Strava 
users had shared workout data from US military bases 
across the Middle East, with many reportedly posting 
under their real names. 

Publicly available activity data revealed running routes, 
exercise locations, daily routines and wider movement 
patterns within military facilities. Several of the locations 
identified in the report were later targeted during Iranian 
attacks in the region. However, it cannot be established 
whether the exposed fitness app data was used to inform 
target selection. 

This is not a new concern. US military personnel were 
warned about the risks associated with fitness tracking 

apps as early as 2018, after similar incidents exposed 
sensitive location data. In 2025, the Swedish Prime 
Minister’s home address was reportedly revealed through 
Strava activity linked to his bodyguards.

Although this case relates to military personnel, the 
same principle applies across the wider security industry. 
Employees may inadvertently reveal information about 
sites, patrol routes, routines or operational activity 
through online platforms. Details that appear harmless 
in isolation can contribute to a wider intelligence picture 
when collected and analysed by hostile or capable threat 
actors.
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Nottingham Considers City 
Centre Restrictions on 
Balaclavas and Face Coverings
Nottingham City Council is considering restrictions on 
the wearing of face coverings, including balaclavas, in 
Nottingham city centre following concerns raised by 
residents and businesses. 

The proposal follows public consultation by 
Nottinghamshire Police and the council, which 
identified face coverings as a contributing factor to 
public perceptions of intimidation and rising anti-social 
behaviour in the city centre. If approved, police officers 
and community protection officers would be able to 
require individuals to remove face coverings where there 
are reasonable grounds to believe they are being used 
to conceal a person’s identity for anti-social behaviour or 
criminal activity. While many private businesses already 
require face coverings to be removed as a condition of 
entry, the proposed measure would extend enforcement 
powers to public spaces such as high streets and parks.

The proposal forms part of Operation Reclaim, a wider 
multi-agency initiative involving the police, local council 
and partner organisations. The operation is focused on 
tackling anti-social behaviour and associated criminality 
within the city. The proposal is likely to contribute to the 
wider national debate around the use of face coverings in 
public spaces. If implemented and successful, it will likely 
be viewed as a potential model for other busy urban areas 
experiencing similar anti-social behaviour concerns.



Corps Relay
August 2026

The Rise of QR Code Scams
The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) has warned 
that criminals are increasingly using QR codes as part of 
large-scale fraud and phishing campaigns, with this type 
of fraud increasingly significantly over the last four years 
according to Action Fraud.  As QR codes have become 
a routine part of everyday life, fraudsters are exploiting 
public familiarity with the technology to direct victims to 
fraudulent websites and applications. 

Police and cyber security experts have also warned of a 
rise in “Quishing” - QR phishing - particularly targeting 
motorists. Quishing commonly involves criminals placing 
fake QR code stickers over legitimate codes on parking 
meters, payment machines or signage. When a victim 
scans the code, believing it to be genuine, they are 
redirected to a fraudulent website or application designed 
to capture payment card information.

In some cases, fake QR codes have deceived motorists 
even in car parks where payment is only accepted by 
cash or card at a machine. This highlights how embedded 
QR codes have become in daily routines, and how easily 
fraudulent codes can appear legitimate at first glance.

The RAC has advised the below for motorists to avoid 
becoming a victim of this scam.  
•	 Physically check that no sticker has been placed over a 

genuine QR code on a payment machine or sign.
•	 Check that the payment URL is secure before entering 

any details.  Look for the padlock symbol in your 
browser and ensure the website address begins with 
https://.

•	 If you believe you may have used a fraudulent QR 
code, contact your bank immediately.

Sites with payment machines, public signage or high visitor 
turnover should remain alert to suspicious behaviour, 
including loitering near signs, tampering with payment 
machines or placing stickers over existing QR codes. Retail 
sites, shopping centres, transport hubs, car parks and 
leisure venues are likely to be particularly vulnerable to 
this type of activity.
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The threat to the UK (England, 
Wales, Scotland and North-
ern Ireland) from terrorism is 
SEVERE. 

The threat to Northern Ireland 
from Northern Ireland-related 
terrorism is SUBSTANTIAL

NOTE:

Threat levels are designed to give a broad 
indication of the likelihood of a terrorist 
attack

LOW means an attack is highly unlikely

MODERATE means an attack is possible, 
but not likely

SUBSTANTIAL means an attack is likely

SEVERE means an attack is highly likely

CRITICAL means an attack is highly likely in 
the near future

Current National Threat Level
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Social media activism last 30 
days
Activism and Sector - Conversations mentioning the 
Government remained the most engaged sector in relation 
to activism over the last 30 days. Engagement spiked on 
the 30th July following the Supreme Court ruling that 
Palestine Action could appeal its proscription. Supporters 
of the group were later arrested outside Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court after expressing support for Palestine 

Action. The ruling and subsequent arrests generated 
significant anger towards the Government among those 
engaging with the topic. This anger, while settled since the 
spike, appears to have remained consistent throughout 
the month, mainly by activists who disagree with the 
proscription of Palestine Action.   
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Social media activism last 30 
days
Activist groups - Palestine Action remained the most 
engaged activism group over the last 30 days. Engagement 
was driven by several developments, including renewed 
debate over whether newly appointed Prime Minister 
Andy Burnham would lift the group’s proscription and 
a series of jury trials taking place across the country. 
Attention increased following the Bristol trial, where a 
jury was unable to reach a verdict on most charges against 
seven Palestine Action organisers accused of planning a 
raid on an Elbit Systems arms factory. Further engagement 
followed after a judge ruled that five Palestine Action 
activists convicted of criminal damage at a Barclays 
Bank would not receive terrorist-connection sentencing 
enhancements. While online discussion around Palestine 
Action is usually characterised by anger, sentiment this 

month appeared more positive and, in some cases, 
celebratory. This shift appears to reflect how supporters 
interpreted recent court outcomes as successes for the 
group.   

Overall, engagement has shifted from anger-driven 
discussion towards a more triumphant tone. It is assessed 
as likely that supporters and those sympathetic to the 
group will continue to engage with the topic and are likely 
to feel emboldened by recent court outcomes.
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