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Former Security Officer Used 
Old Uniform to Steal £117,000 
from Bank
A former security officer has been jailed after using his 
old uniform to impersonate a cash-in-transit operator and 
obtain more than £117,000 from a Santander bank branch.
The former officer entered the bank wearing a helmet, 
face covering and full uniform. Staff granted him access, 
allowing him to remove the cash and leave the branch 
without being challenged. The fraud was only discovered 
later that day, when a legitimate officer arrived to collect 
the cash. 

Following the incident, the former officer travelled to Gha-
na and remained overseas before returning to the UK. He 
was subsequently arrested and has since been sentenced 
to 40 months in prison for fraud by false representation.
The incident highlights the importance of robust iden-
tity checks and independent verification before allowing 
unknown individuals into restricted or controlled areas, 
even where they appear to have legitimate credentials or 
operational knowledge. 

The officer’s previous experience in the role gave him an 
understanding of operational timings and procedures. This 
enabled him to convince experienced bank personnel of 
his authority despite having no legitimate credentials. 

This case serves as a reminder that staff should always:
•	 Check identification before granting access to secure 

areas.
•	 Verify the individual’s stated role, purpose and author-

ity through an approved process.
•	 Challenge or escalate any uncertainty, regardless of 

how familiar or credible the person appears.

Rogue AI launches 
unprecedented cyber-attack  
OpenAI has disclosed what has been described as an 
unprecedented cyber security incident involving advanced 
AI models during an internal cyber evaluation. The models 
were being tested in a controlled environment, with some 
standard safeguards reduced to allow a fuller assessment 
of their capabilities. The purpose of the test was to under-
stand how effectively advanced models could identify and 
exploit vulnerabilities in computer systems. 

During the test, the AI model identified weaknesses within 
the testing environment and used them to move beyond 
the intended boundaries. Once outside those boundar-
ies, the model identified a major online platform for AI 
developers and attempted to access systems within that 
organisation. The activity reportedly involved the use of 
vulnerabilities and compromised credentials in a manner 
like a human cyber attacker. 

The organisation’s own cyber defences detected the activ-
ity, and the incident was contained. It is now working with 
OpenAI to investigate what happened. 

The incident highlights the growing cyber security risks 
associated with increasingly autonomous AI systems, par-
ticularly as these tools become more capable of identify-
ing weaknesses and operating at speed to exploit vulner-
abilities.
 
It also reflects how emerging technologies are chang-
ing the threat environment and reinforces the need for 
organisations using AI-enabled technologies to maintain 
strong access controls, effective monitoring and detection 
capability, clear incident response procedures and robust 
governance and escalation processes for AI-enabled sys-
tems.
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UK Government Designates 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 
Corps as a Threat to National 
Security  
The UK Government has announced that Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) will be designated as 
a national security threat under new powers introduced 
through the National Security (State Threats) Act. The 
designation will make it a criminal offence to support, 
assist or promote the organisation, with a maximum 
penalty of up to 14 years’ imprisonment.  The Islamic 
Movement of Companions of the Right (IMCR) and the 
volunteer corps of Russia’s GRU, effectively its military 
intelligence branch, have also been designated under 
the new powers. The Government has stated that these 
measures are intended to address the growing use of 
hostile state-linked activity, including espionage, sabotage 
and the use of proxy groups operating on behalf of foreign 
powers. 

Government officials have linked several incidents, 
including attacks on locations associated with Jewish and 
Israeli communities, to these organisations. The legislation 
gives police and intelligence agencies additional powers to 
investigate and prosecute individuals acting on behalf of 
designated organisations. 

The announcement highlights the continued focus 
on hostile state activity, particularly the use of proxy 
organisations to target communities, businesses and 
public spaces. It also reinforces the ongoing threat posed 
to UK organisations by politically motivated or state-linked 
activity.
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Terrorist Arrests Following 
Threat to Major Islamic 
Gathering in Suffolk 
A large Islamic gathering attended by approximately 
15,000 people near Ipswich was forced to end early after 
police received intelligence relating to a potential threat 
to the event. Organisers of the UK Ijtima, a religious 
gathering, worked with Suffolk Police to ensure the event 
was evacuated safely. 

The incident is now the subject of a Counter Terrorism 
Policing investigation, with 12 people arrested at locations 
across England in connection with the threat. Police 
described the incident as suspected right-wing terrorism. 
Arrests were made on suspicion of terrorism offences, 
including conspiracy to commit murder. 

Counter Terrorism Police confirmed that a major incident 
had been declared at the time. This status was later stood 
down after arrests were made and officers confirmed 
there was no wider threat to the public. 

The incident highlights the importance of close 
cooperation between event organisers, security providers, 
police and other emergency services when managing large 
gatherings. It also demonstrates the value of effective 
intelligence sharing and well-tested emergency response 
procedures during high-profile, high-footfall events. 

The case is also a timely reminder that the UK terrorism 
threat level remains at Severe, meaning an attack is 
considered likely. It further demonstrates how ideological 
extremism can be directed at any community or public 
gathering, from those with a wide range of ideological 
backgrounds and upbringings.
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Vacant Former NCP Car Parks 
Facing Security Challenges 
Several former NCP-operated car parks have attracted 
anti-social behaviour and unwanted attention following 
the company’s administration and the closure of a number 
of sites across the UK. Security and safety concerns have 
emerged at some locations after operations ceased and 
responsibility for the management of these sites became 
unclear. 

Some sites have reportedly become focal points for 
anti-social behaviour, underage drinking, drug use and 
vagrancy. Local councils have also raised concerns that 
certain buildings have not been properly secured following 
closure, increasing the risk of unauthorised access and 
misuse of the premises.  There are also reports that some 
sites have been left open or inadequately secured, with 
vehicles continuing to use them for parking despite the 
buildings no longer being actively managed. 

The situation demonstrates how quickly vacant or 
unmanaged buildings can become vulnerable to trespass, 
vandalism, anti-social behaviour and other criminal activity 
where site ownership, management responsibility and 
access controls are not clearly established. 

While a significant proportion of former NCP sites were 
leased from local councils, many of which have since taken 
ownership or resumed management of the buildings, 
sites where ownership or responsibility remains unclear 
exposes these sites to a wider range of security issues.
Unsupervised sites will also likely present opportunities 
for unauthorised encampments, particularly where larger 
vehicles can gain access. Organisations responsible for 
buildings or areas near former NCP sites should check 
the status and ownership of nearby car parks, and assess 
whether they are properly secured, and consider whether 
they could be vulnerable to criminal activity, anti-social 
behaviour or unauthorised encampments.
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NCA Publishes its Annual 
National Strategic Assessment 
The National Crime Agency (NCA) has published its annual 
National Strategic Assessment for 2026, highlighting the 
continuing threat posed by serious and organised crime 
to communities, businesses and public services across the 
UK. The report notes that organised criminal networks are 
becoming increasingly sophisticated, making greater use 
of technology, including encrypted communications and 
AI-enabled tools, to expand the scale and reach of their 
operations. 

According to the report, the key threats include:
•	 Cyber crime.
•	 Fraud.
•	 Drug trafficking.
•	 Firearms trafficking.
•	 Organised illegal immigration.
•	 Child sexual abuse.
•	 Financial crime.
 
The report also highlights how organised crime is 
increasingly operating across borders, with online 
platforms used to identify potential victims, conceal 
identities and support criminal activity. Within the 
emerging technology risk, the NCA identifies online 
exploitation, drone-enabled criminality and the use of AI 
as particularly significant. 

As threats continue to evolve, the report reinforces that 
security risks are becoming increasingly interconnected. 
Criminal groups are now operating across both physical 
and digital environments, particularly through the misuse 
of emerging and recent technologies. 

The report also highlights recent successes in countering 
organised crime, including major drug seizures, disruption 
of fraud networks and the removal of thousands of social 
media accounts. It also emphasises the importance of 
maintaining awareness of emerging technology risks, 
alongside effective intelligence sharing and partnership 
working between relevant authorities. 

The full report can be found here: https://www.
nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/nsa-tackling-the-threat-2026
 

ProtectUK Publishes Updated 
Martyns Law Requirement 
Guidance 
ProtectUK has published updated guidance and 
FAQs relating to Martyn’s Law, which introduces new 
requirements for those responsible for certain publicly 
accessible premises and events. 

The newly published guidance explains which premises 
and events are likely to fall within the scope of the 
legislation and outlines the steps organisations should take 
to prepare for and implement the required measures.

Corps Intel will publish a comprehensive guide in relation 
to this guidance. In the meantime, the latest ProtectUK 
guidance can be found here:
https://www.protectuk.police.uk/martyns-law/martyns-
law-frequently-asked-questions
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Refreshed ACT Awareness e 
- Learning Court Launched on 
ProtectUK
ProtectUK and the National Counter Terrorism Security 
Office (NaCTSO) have launched an updated version of the 
ACT Awareness e-learning course. The refreshed course 
includes improved accessibility and updated content 
aligned with current national guidance.

The training continues to support awareness of how 
to recognise suspicious activity, identify security 
vulnerabilities, understand potential threats and respond 
effectively to terrorist incidents. Additional modules are 
also available for those seeking further learning on specific 
topics, including Guide, Shelter, Report training. 

The course remains free of charge and can now be 
integrated into organisations’ own training packages 
through Learning Management Systems (LMS), using 
SCORM packages.  ACT Awareness remains one of the 
most widely recognised counter-terrorism training 
resources available to frontline employees.
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The threat to the UK (England, 
Wales, Scotland and North-
ern Ireland) from terrorism is 
SEVERE. 

The threat to Northern Ireland 
from Northern Ireland-related 
terrorism is SUBSTANTIAL

NOTE:

Threat levels are designed to give a broad 
indication of the likelihood of a terrorist 
attack

LOW means an attack is highly unlikely

MODERATE means an attack is possible, 
but not likely

SUBSTANTIAL means an attack is likely

SEVERE means an attack is highly likely

CRITICAL means an attack is highly likely in 
the near future

Current National Threat Level
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Social media activism last 30 
days
Activism by Sector - Activism and Government recorded 
the highest level of engagement over the last month, 
driven primarily by continued criticism of the proscription 
of Palestine Action.  Although engagement remained 
steady throughout the month, the most notable spike 
in the dataset was linked to the viral reposting of claims 
that the UK Government had approved a £153 million 
aid package for Pakistan. This gained traction against the 
backdrop of an ongoing repatriation dispute between the 

UK and Pakistan concerning the deportation of Shabir 
Ahmed, a leader of a Rochdale grooming gang.  Mentions 
of Pakistan had been increasing steadily throughout 
the month in relation to this issue. However, the aid 
package claim generated a sharp spike in engagement 
and significantly accelerated the wider grooming gang 
narrative, particularly among right leaning social media 
accounts.  

Activist movements - Two events have driven conversation 
within the pro-Palestine movement over the past month, 
sustaining a high level of engagement across social media.  
The first major driver was the one-year anniversary of 
Palestine Action’s proscription as a terrorist organisation 
on 5 July. This coincided with the acquittal of an activist 
charged in relation to a raid on an Elbit Systems arms 
factory in Bristol.  The acquittal was celebrated by those 
engaging with the issue, while the anniversary of the 
proscription generated anger and resentment towards the 
Government. A significant proportion of engagement came 
from predominantly left-wing accounts, with posts then 

amplified and shared by wider social media users. The 
second spike in activity coincided with Andy Burnham’s 
appointment as Prime Minister. This prompted renewed 
debate among a small number of users over whether a 
new head of government might lift the ban on Palestine 
Action.  While this remains a highly unlikely outcome, it 
prompted limited optimism among some users. However, 
most engagement continued to reflect anger towards 
central government.
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