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UTK/Nakba Day overview

On Saturday 16 May, central London hosted two large but
separately routed demonstrations: the Unite the Kingdom
(UTK) march, associated with far-right activist Tommy Rob-
inson, and the pro-Palestine Nakba 78 march, which also
included anti-racism messaging from a collection of anti-
hate groups in opposition to the UTK demonstration.

The Metropolitan Police Service mounted a major public
order operation to keep the two groups apart. Specific
route restrictions and timings were imposed on both dem-
onstrations, supported by a controlled corridor between
them. Around 4,000 additional officers were deployed,
and police reported that both events passed largely with-
out significant incident.

Attendance

Although organisers and supporters from both sides
claimed higher crowd estimates, the most consistent as-
sessments suggest that around 60,000 people attended
the UTK demonstration, with a further 15,000 to 20,000
attending the Nakba 78 march. While these are still
significant numbers, they are lower than the comparable
demonstrations in September 2025, when reporting sug-
gested more than 100,000 UTK supporters and around
5,000 counter-demonstrators were present.

Arrests and enforcement

Following the event, the Metropolitan Police released

arrest figures for the weekend. UTK-linked arrests totalled

22:

e  Public order offences (10)

e Drunk and disorderly (3)

e Assault on an emergency worker (2)

e Actual bodily harm (1)

e Criminal damage (1)

e Possession of an offensive weapon (1)

e Wanted for previous offences (2) (including GBH and a
telecommunications offence, as reported)

Nakba 78-linked arrests totalled 12:

e Breach of Section 14 Public Order Act conditions (3)

e  Public order offences (3)

e Failing to remove a face covering (3)

e Assault on an emergency worker (1)

e Support for a proscribed organisation (1)

e Wanted for previous offence (1) (common assault, as
reported)

A further 11 arrests were made for a range of offences in
the area/vicinity, but these were not attributed to either
demonstration. All 11 of these arrests were linked to of-
fences aggravated by race, religion, sexuality, or disability.
Nine of those were connected to the UTK demonstration
and two to Nakba 78. A further seven incidents connected
to Nakba 78 are reportedly still under investigation.

The demonstrations, particularly the UTK march, appeared
more subdued than the previous event and generated less
negative reporting online. Although there were some iso-
lated flashpoints, the overall assessment was that the day
passed relatively uneventfully. This was likely helped by
both lower turnout than the September 2025 event and
the larger police presence. Online social media engage-
ment with the UTK demonstration was generally support-
ive, with many labelling themselves as self - described
patriots.

Some people in the UTK movement have framed the event
as a big success, but turnout was noticeably lower than at

the similar demonstration eight months earlier. Opponents
are likely to point to that drop as a sign that anti-immigra-

tion movement may be losing some momentum, although

online support for the UTK event remains strong.
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Counter Terrorism Policing
‘Run Hide Tell’ 6 Week

Campaign

Throughout May, Counter Terrorism Policing (CTP) has

been running a six-week campaign to remind the public of
the ‘Run Hide Tell’ guidance. This straightforward advice is
designed to help people respond if they are caught up in a

firearms or weapons attack.

Although the guidance has been part of CTP’s public
safety messaging since 2015, this campaign takes a
renewed approach to raising awareness and improving

public understanding across the country. Its aim is to build

resilience before a crisis, recognising that policing alone
cannot always keep people safe during such an attack,
and that public safety is strongest when individuals,

businesses, and public services are informed and prepared

to respond.

The campaign was not launched in response to any
specific incident or intelligence. Although the UK threat
level has since been raised to Severe, the advice to the
public remains the same.

e Runifit’s safe
e Hide if you can’t run
e Tell the police by calling 999 when it is safe to do so.

More on Run Hide Tell can be found at: https://www.
counterterrorism.police.uk/runhidetell

Cushman & Wakefield Voice
Phishing Cyber Incident

A global real estate services firm has confirmed that it was
affected by a cyber incident caused by a voice phishing
(vishing) attack. The case highlights how effective social
engineering can be, with attackers bypassing technical
controls by exploiting trust and human behaviour rather
than system vulnerabilities.

The data exposed appears to have been mainly business
information, and no passwords or financial information
have been reported as compromised. While that limits
the immediate impact, the exposure of verified corporate
identity data still creates a significant secondary risk,
particularly for follow-on phishing attempts and further
compromise. Initial reports suggest the stolen information
has already led to an increase in scam emails, calls,

and messages impersonating individuals linked to the
organisation, with subsequent reports of legal and
financial consequences.

This incident shows that, while technical threats remain

a major concern, attackers are increasingly focusing on
identity-based and human-centred methods as technical
defences improve. It also underlines the close relationship
between cyber security and wider physical and operational
security, as people and the processes in place are shown
to be just as critical as the technology in preventing harm.



https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/runhidetell/
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Crime and Policing Bill Powers
Factsheet

The Government has published a factsheet outlining the
new police powers introduced by the Crime and Policing
Act 2026 following Royal Assent. Key changes include:

e expanded drug testing on arrest to cover specified
Class B and Class C drugs.

e anew power to enter premises without a warrant to
recover stolen items actively tracked through GPS,
Bluetooth, or cellular data, such as phones, vehicles,
and laptops.

e clearer authority for police and other law enforcement
bodies to access cloud-based data from a seized
device, including email, messaging apps, and social
media content, as evidence or further intelligence.

e broader use of conditional cautions for foreign
national offenders where the aim is to support
deportation from the UK rather than pursue the case
through court.

e awider corporate criminal liability test, allowing
companies to be held liable where a senior manager
commits an offence within the scope of their
authority, including in areas beyond economic crime
such as health and safety and regulatory breaches.

The full factsheet is available here: https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/crime-and-policing-act-2026-
factsheets
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High Street Crime unit to
target Gangs fronting shops

Following a year-long BBC investigation that exposed
widespread organised criminal activity operating behind
seemingly legitimate mini-marts, vape shops, and barbers,
the Government has announced a new £30million High
Street Organised Crime Unit.

¥

Over a 12-month period, the BBC carried out undercover
work in towns and cities across the UK. Its reporting
suggested that organised criminal networks had become
embedded in a range of high street premises and linked
these businesses to offences including:

o
[

e money laundering.

e the sale of illegal cigarettes and vapes.

e immigration offences and illegal working.

e drugsupply.

e the use of “ghost directors” to hide true ownership.
e child sexual exploitation.

The unit will be led by the National Crime Agency (NCA)
and is expected to operate for the next three years. Its
purpose is to bring together policing, Trading Standards,
Immigration Enforcement, and HMRC to strengthen
intelligence sharing and make enforcement action against
criminal enterprises more effective.

Planned measures

e increased raids, closures, and cash seizures led by
police and Trading Standards.

e £20 million for the NCA, including 75 additional police
officers in hotspot areas such as Greater Manchester,
the West Midlands, Essex, and Kent.

e £6 million in additional funding for Trading Standards.

e £3.75 million shared between Immigration
Enforcement and HMRC.

Alongside the funding, the Government has said it will
review whether current enforcement powers are strong
enough and will consult on extending closure orders so
that criminal businesses can be shut down for longer. For
security professionals, this signals a growing recognition
that high street crime is not limited to low-level retail
offending. It also reflects concern that organised criminal
activity is increasingly operating behind legitimate-looking
premises, making visible enforcement and stronger
partnerships especially important when identifying
hotspot locations.
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Border official and former
Hong Kong police officer found
guilty of spying for China

e Aserving UK Border Force officer and a retired Hong
Kong police superintendent have been found guilty
at the Old Bailey of spying for China. The case has
been described by ministers as a serious breach of UK
sovereignty. The men convicted were: Peter Wai, 40, a
Border Force officer and former City of London Police
special constable.

e Bill Yuen, 65, a retired Hong Kong police
superintendent working in London for the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office.

Both Wai and Yuen are reported to be dual Chinese British
nationals. They were arrested after a counter-intelligence
investigation into covert surveillance targeted Hong Kong
pro-democracy activists living in the UK.

The court heard that the pair carried out what prosecutors
described as “shadow policing” operations in the UK.
These activities included monitoring, surveillance, and
intelligence gathering on individuals critical of the Chinese
and Hong Kong authorities, despite having no lawful

authority to do so in the UK. Evidence presented at trial
also referred to an attempted kidnapping of a former Hong
Kong resident in West Yorkshire. In addition, Wai was also
convicted of misconduct in public office for using Home
Office systems to search for people of interest to Hong
Kong authorities.

This case reinforces concerns about foreign state
interference in the UK, particularly where individuals in
trusted roles can access sensitive systems or information.
It also demonstrates how the National Security Act is
being used to counter hostile activity on UK soil, with
government ministers stating, ‘this sends a clear signal
that covert surveillance and intimidation on behalf of
foreign powers will be treated as a serious security threat’.
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Current National Threat Level

The threat to the UK (England,
Wales, Scotland and North-
ern Ireland) from terrorism is
SEVERE.

The threat to Northern Ireland
from Northern Ireland-related
terrorism is

NOTE:

Threat levels are designed to give a broad
indication of the likelihood of a terrorist
attack

LOW means an attack is highly unlikely

MODERATE means an attack is possible,
but not likely

means an attack is likely
SEVERE means an attack is highly likely

CRITICAL means an attack is highly likely in
the near future
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Social media activism last 30

days

Activism by Sector - The sharp increase in activity on

16 May coincided with the large-scale demonstrations
involving the right-wing Unite the Kingdom (UTK)

march and the pro-Palestine Nakba 78 demonstration,.
Discussion about the Government was high in volume but
concentrated among a relatively narrow group of mainly
right-leaning activist accounts, which also generated the
highest levels of engagement. Sentiment was strongly
critical of central government, particularly in response to

the Home Office decision to bar several high-profile UTK
speakers from entering the country. Content relating to
places of worship also drew significant engagement, with
concerns raised on both sides about antisemitism and
Islamophobia. Reactions and engagement were more
mixed in this area: with those on the left describing the
UTK protest as Islamophobic, while those on the right
accusing the Nakba 78 demonstration of antisemitism.

Activist movements - The UTK demonstrations on 16 May
generated by far the highest level of engagement, both

in the run-up to the event and on the day itself. Most

of the online engagement was supportive, with many
contributors framing the protests around patriotism and
unity. There were dissenting voices, but they appeared

to make up a much smaller share of the discussion.
However, this is likely due to many of those who would be

critical, instead showing support for the Nakba counter-
demonstration. Overall, the sentiment was largely
supportive of the protest, or at least of its right to take
place. While there was some polarised discourse, criticism
of the movement was minimal.
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Social media activism last 30

days
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Activist Groups

Palestine Action - Discussion about activist groups
continues to centre on Palestine Action. Much of the
conversation is focused less on the group itself and

more on wider civil liberties issues, especially in relation
to legal proceedings involving its activists and criticism

of the Government over the group’s proscription. The
strongest sentiment is still anger, and it is aimed mainly
at the Government. The engagement is not necessarily
showing strong support for Palestine Action itself but is
displaying anger and frustrated by what they view as a
disproportionate response from the Government. There is
also a smaller but vocal group opposing Palestine Action.
These contributors, who often appear to be pro-Israel

or nationalist in outlook, tend to frame the group as
extremist or dangerous. Equally, while the engagement is
not as high there is similar discourse with those engaging
with Palestine Solidarity Campaign content as well.

Britain First -Content linked to Britain First is also strongly
critical of central government, with discussion mainly
focused on nationalism, immigration, free speech, and
opposition to government policy. Engagement rose sharply
during the UTK demonstration in London, likely because
the group was being mentioned alongside wider far right
and nationalist networks rather than because of direct
support for Britain First itself. Most of those engaging
appear supportive of the broader right-wing movement,
although there is also some criticism from left-leaning and
anti-racist accounts. The critical voices, however, make up
a much smaller share of the discussion.
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