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Palestine Action Ban ruled

unlawful

Last month, the High Court determined that banning
Palestine Action was unlawful. The group was originally
proscribed in June 2025, putting them in the same legal
category as organisations like Al-Qaeda and ISIS. Their
tactics involved significant property damage, and when a
high-profile incident at RAF Brize Norton, causing damage
to RAF aircraft occurred, it prompted the Home Secretary
to exercise powers under the Terrorism Act 2000 to ban
the group.

A panel of three judges concluded that only a small por-
tion of Palestine Action’s activities fit the statutory defini-
tion of terrorism, and that the group’s overall conduct
did not reach the level, scale, or persistence necessary

to warrant proscription. The court also determined that
imposing was a disproportionate response and an undue
interference with the rights to freedom of expression and
assembly (Articles 10 and 11 of the European Convention
on Human Rights). Although members of the group had
committed criminal acts, the judges found it excessive to
classify the group’s actions in their entirety as terrorist
activity overall.

Despite the findings, the court ruled that the organisation
should stay proscribed while the Home Office considers an
appeal, a decision the Home Secretary has indicated she
will challenge in the Court of Appeal.

After the ruling, activists and lawyers representing the
group urged for all charges connected to arrests made
under the proscription order to be dropped immediately.
However, this is unlikely to happen until the court of ap-
peal reaches a decision. The Metropolitan Police (MET),
along with other forces, announced they will cease making
immediate arrests solely for supporting Palestine Ac-

tion but will continue collecting evidence should the ban
remain in place. The MET have since announced that they
will resume arresting protesters for supporting the group,
given the time it may take for appeal to be heard. Cur-
rently, it is estimated that about 3,000 people have been
arrested and investigated under the proscription laws, and
these individuals are likely to have to wait months, rather
than weeks, for a decision from the Court of Appeal. The
Chief Magistrate also announced that all cases relating to
this will not be heard until the High Court Appeal over the
ban reaches a conclusion.

Rise Iin Burglaries Involving
Magnetic Lock Breaches

City of London Police have reported an increase in burglar-
ies where magnetic locks (maglocks) have been successful-
ly breached, particularly on ground floor access points. Of-
fenders are typically using bags found within the premises
to steal laptops, mobile phones, and other personal items.

Police Design Out Crime Officers highlight several common
vulnerabilities linked to maglocks:

e Loss of power immediately releases the lock, allowing
the door to open.

e Poor installation or inadequate fittings can fail under
applied force.

e Substandard or uncertified products are more easily
compromised.

e Weak door structures, especially when the maglock is
mounted at the top, allow flexing and forced entry at
the bottom.

e Emergency release buttons or break glass points can
be accessed if glazing is present.

¢ Weak card management practices, such as retaining
active cards for ex staff or failing to deactivate lost
cards, create security gaps.

e Use of internal grade maglocks on external doors,
particularly at street level, leaves them susceptible to
brute force.

Recommended Actions

City of London Police advise Building Managers to
strengthen their security by installing or activating a
secondary mechanical locking system on all external doors
outside office hours. These locks should comply with
British security standards and meet all relevant fire safety
regulations. Relying solely on magnetic locks, especially

at ground level, significantly increases vulnerability to op-
portunistic forced entry.
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Cyber Threats Persist

The Department for Science, Innovation & Technology

has published new government research indicating that
cyber incidents continue to impact a significant proportion
of UK organisations. According to the findings, 82% of
large or medium-sized organisations experienced at least
one incident in the past 12 months, demonstrating that
cyber-attacks have become routine threats rather than
isolated events. The report identifies three primary areas
commonly exploited by cyber attackers:

Poor Access Control — Instances include passwords
that were shared or easily guessed, systems allowing
single-step authentication, and situations where former
employees retain access to organisational platforms.

Out of Data Software — This includes failing to address
update notifications, continuing to use outdated browsers
or mobile applications, or neglecting to restart a device
(such as a laptop) for extended periods, weeks or even
months, which results in updates not being installed.

Poor Cyber Awareness — Everyday behaviours like clicking
on suspicious email links, using unidentified USB drives,
and transferring sensitive information to unsecured
personal devices are examples of habits that can
undermine cybersecurity.

The underlying message of these incidents is that the
majority of cyber-attacks are successful not due to
advanced techniques employed by hackers, but as a result
of individual or organisational lapses in implementing
fundamental cyber hygiene measures.
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Police Force Pauses Live Facial
Recognition

Essex Police has temporarily halted its deployment

of live facial recognition (LFR) technology following

an independent study that revealed a potential bias

in identification rates. The study found that LFR was
statistically more likely to correctly identify black
individuals compared to other ethnic groups. Two
independent studies were conducted, with one noting
that the LFR technology deployed by Essex Police showed
higher accuracy for identifying males than females by 14
percent, and that black people were 27% more likely to
be identified than other ethnicities, and 31% more likely
than white people. Another study reported that across
40 live deployments over eight months, only one person
was mistakenly stopped due to misidentification out of 1.3
million faces scanned.

The technology’s rollout was briefly paused for algorithm
and software updates, with Essex Police revising its
policies. The force now believes LFR can be safely
reintroduced. Although the studies demonstrate very
high accuracy, they provide fuel for campaigners who
fear discrimination, mass surveillance, and threats to civil
liberties. While police and officials are confident that the
technology is safe and proportional, the evidence of ethnic
bias is highly likely to bolster opposition from activist
groups concerned about its use, increasing the possibility
of protest activity.
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Kathryn Fleming welcomed to

Corps Board

Corps Security has strengthened its Board with the
appointment of Kathryn Fleming as a Non Executive
Director (NED). A highly experienced NED and Chief
Financial Officer, Fleming brings over 20 years of
senior financial leadership across complex, multi entity
organisations.

She currently serves as CFO of the Devonshire Group, is an
NED at FRP Advisory, and acts as a Trustee for Hampstead
Theatre.

Fleming has an established track record in delivering
sophisticated financial strategies, modernising reporting
systems, enhancing risk management, and driving data
led decision making. She is known for building financially
resilient and future focused organisations, with expertise
spanning commercial finance, operational improvement,
investment oversight, and multi stakeholder reporting.
Her leadership has supported sustainable growth across
sectors including legal, technology, security, retail, and
charity.

Her career includes senior roles within both private

and charitable institutions, where she has led major
transformation programmes, strengthened financial
governance, and overseen significant capital and
development projects. Previous positions include roles at
Control Risks, Eversheds Sutherland, Marks & Spencer, and
British Telecom.

Fleming joins the Corps Board alongside Chris Nickols
(Outgoing Chairman), Mike Bullock (Chief Executive
Officer), Fiona Strens (Non Executive Director and
upcoming Chair), and Paul Craggs (Chief Financial Officer).

Commenting on her appointment, Fleming said she is
“delighted to join Corps Security,” noting her passion for
purpose driven organisations and alignment with Corps’
values as a social enterprise. Chairman Chris Nickols
welcomed the appointment, highlighting the “extensive
and wide reaching experience” she brings to the team.
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Current National Threat Level

The threat to the UK (England,
Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland) from terrorism is

The threat to Northern Ireland
from Northern Ireland-related
terrorism is

NOTE:

Threat levels are designed to give a broad
indication of the likelihood of a terrorist
attack

LOW means an attack is highly unlikely

MODERATE means an attack is possible,
but not likely

means an attack is likely
SEVERE means an attack is highly likely

CRITICAL means an attack is highly likely in
the near future

New Martyn’s Law Content /

Guidance

As part of their 24-month implementation process, the
Home Office has released several pieces of guidance
content for Martyn’s Law (Protection of Premises)

Act 2025, designed to assist organisations with their
understanding and preparedness associated with the Act.

The new content consists of the following:

1. Infographic on premises scope — providing guidance
and clarity on how to determine whether your
premises is in scope of the Act.

2. Infographic on events scope - providing guidance and
clarity on how to determine whether your event is in
scope of the Act.

3. Astandalone ‘top tips’ document — a two-page
document intended to provide tips on good practice
of protective security and preparedness.

All of the new content, alongside the previous one page
leaflet advisory for organisations, ‘Myth Buster’ document
and video animation providing a short overview of the
Act can be found here on the Protect UK website: https://
www.protectuk.police.uk/martyns-law/resources


https://www.protectuk.police.uk/martyns-law/resources
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Social media activism last 30

days

Activism by Sector - In the last 30 days, social media
engagement within sector activism has seen a lot of
conversation in relation to central government policy.
Most of the conversation has focused on immigration and
deportation, with plenty of criticism aimed at how well the
central government is handling immigration. There’s also
been a strong response regarding the announced reforms
to Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND) system,
where fear and anger toward the government are clear.
While there haven’t been any confirmed or organised
protests yet, the high level of online activity suggests
demonstrations are a realistic possibility in the near future
if the reforms remain the same. Hate directed towards
both Muslim and Jewish communities continue to be

discussed online, with conversations around islamophobia
and antisemitism occurring at places of worship. The
topic has become increasingly contentious since military
operations in Iran were initiated by the United States and
Israel.
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Social media activism last 30

days

Activist Groups - The recent High Court ruling concerning
the proscription of Palestine Action continues to attract
significant attention, with widespread criticism and
frustration directed at central government for its decision
to appeal the judgment after the High Court ruling.
Online discussions predominantly express disapproval

of the government and support for the High Court’s
position. Conversely, a minority voice remains critical of
Palestine Action, describing the group as extremist and
frequently citing the incident involving a police officer
injured by a sledgehammer as a show of double standards
by the government. Both viewpoints expressed in the
conversation demonstrate that significant polarisation
persists in online discussions regarding Palestine Action.

While “Britain First” generates the highest volume

of content in these discussions, the more influential

and significant voices are predominantly critical of the
movement. A recurrent narrative compares Britain First
to Palestine Action, accusing the government of applying
double standards in its application of proscription laws

to both groups. Many engaging with the content believe
that members of Britain First are exacerbating community
tensions and express the view that police should take
further measures to prohibit their protests and marches.
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Stop EACOP 0% —— =

Palestine Action 33.5%

Republic UK 0.4% - /

Pata UK 0%
Pause AT 0.2%

Animal Aid 0.3% + - Youth Demand 0.3%

Palestine Solidarity Campaign 9.1%
Stop the War Coalition 2%
g CAAT 0.5%

Just Stop Cal 2 4%

Toming Point UK 0.7%

Patriotic Alternative 0.4%
Cut the Ties 0.1%

* Britian First 49.1%
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